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PAGE 2: Our studentsfi past

By Prof. Anthony Da|y and presentii have been doing
cool things and our department
works to build a bridge between
these two groups.

PAGE 3: The 2018 speaker lineup
includes cybersecurity expert
Clint Watts, Boston Globeolumn-
ist Kevin Cullen, and The Atlantic
correspondent Ta-Nehisi Coates.

PAGE 5: Study abroad with
MCLA! Professors Cupery,
Huang, Janis, and Pettey just got
back from 2018 travel courses
while Professors Daly and Cu-
pery are already working on
2019 trips to Mexico and Ireland.

In this issue of our newsletter providing insight and analysis on
we look back on some of the exciting state, national, and international
programs and happenings in the last issues, our Public Policy Lecture
few months and look ahead to the Series will feature Clint Watts, for-
fall. On behalf of the department and mer FBI agent, foreign policy and
our two programs, we are look for- cyber security expert Wednesday,
ward to continuing the good work April 4 in the Church Street Center.
underway this semester and celebrat- A few weeks later, we will welcome
ing the end of this academic year and Boston Globe columnist and report-

Page 6: The MCLA Model UN
Course had another successful
trip to the North American Mod-
el United Nations Conference.

PAGE 7: In this faculty spotlight
g we bid one long-time professor

/ good-bye, welcome another, and
- profile some ongoing research.

the joy of commencement. er Kevin Cullen to provide a retro-
Considering our academic spective and prognosis for the peace
offerings, in addition to regular agreement in Northern Ireland. As EURZERIRENEREEN AN R-R S VR e

course offerings, there are several always, these events include dedi- FREIIE
special classes underway. In Febru- cated time for students to meet our
ary, Professors Cupery and Pettey speakers and learn from their expe-
led the now-traditional MCLA con- riences, an example of the opportu-
tingent to the North American Model nities offered at a small liberal arts
United Nations (NAMUN) at the college.
University of Toronto. Department As you work through the
faculty are teaching travel coursesto s emest er , donodt h
Cuba, Japan, and a tour of civil rights us to ask for advice or assistance
sites in the southern United States. about your coursework or your ca-
These courses combine learning in reer plans after graduation. Send an
the classroom with travel compo- email or look up our office hours on
nents over spring break that enrich the department web pages
student sd under st dwww.mglawddtuhhiotnc er i n
a lifetime experiences. www.mcla.edu/pspp ) and drop by
Continuing our tradition of 72 Porter Street. We are proud of

your effort and accomplishments
and look forward to helping you

complete another successful year
and joining in the celebration of stu-
dentsia{\daf milies at ourgear-etnd

bgn%quet $hd then 'cBmmé&nlehént ©

in May.
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Student and Alumni Spotlight

Student Research

Our department works to help students with profes-
sional development through internships, independent
studies and academic presentations. For example, Kait-
I i n Wr i ght (0617) present
COPLAC Undergraduate Research Conference at Mans-
field University in Mansfield, Pa in October 2017.
Wrightds paper entitled o
Representation Suffering
cused on the lack of women in elected office in the US.
Her research suggests that women are elected at higher
rates in states that
to the 19h amendment in 1920. Put another way, wom-
ends numbers in office
women received the right to vote with the passage of
the 19h amendment. The paper topic was chosen while
taking POSC 315: Women in US Politics.

See more student involvement in COPLAC on Page 9
Visit from Alum

We also look to continue this investment beyond gradu-
ation and to nurture ties between our alumni and cur-
rent students. One way we have done this by having a
recent alumni return each spring to talk with the stu-
dents in the in HIST 450/POSC 450 Career and ePortfo-
lio Workshop. This visit, funded by the MCLA Hard-
man Special Initiative Fund, seeks to show students
some of the options that may await them after gradua-
tion and allows them to ask questions and receive ad-
vice from someone who has
ing alum was Catherine (Catt) Chaput. Catt graduated
in 2013 with a major in Political Science and Public Poli-
cy. After working with several political campaigns and
public advocacy campaigns, she is employed with the
Department of Transportation in Boston, where she
works in human resources. Catt was honest and funny
in talking with students about the challenges of finding
a career path that reflects your interests and passions
and |life in the o0real worl

Checking In with a Recent Alum

This section of the newsletter highlights the story of a
recent graduates. For this issue we spoke with 2011
graduate Jason Mlodzianowski.
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December 2017 political science and history graduate Kaitlin
Wright presents her paper| at
ate Research Conference in April of 2017.

a Job working for the Schenectady New York Sanita-

tion Department repairing sewers in the summer

months and driving snowplows in the winter months.

It was hard work in hard conditions, | often felt like |

was in a Dirty Jobs episode with Mike Rowe staring

into my manhole cover. Yet it provided a steady in-

come, strengthened my work ethic and gave me the

opportunity to discover what my future career would

be. In the fall of 2009, with my hard earned sanitation

Worker savings | applied and was accepted into
gf|e~Id oIIege S5 At hl et

I9rogram %ollowmgograduatlon in 201¥L ﬁ Worked varlv s

ous internships and fulltime positions over the next 7

years in college athletics at institutions such as; The

University of Connecticut, Eastern College Athletic

Conference, University of Missouri, and most recently

Carnegie Mellon University where | currently serve as

Assistant Athletic Director overseeing Events, Facilities

and Equipment.

vbat & fyaurelang germ gpbfessional @oal and how has it
changed, if at all, since you started out at MCLA?

| aspire to be an Athletic Director at a Competitive Di-
vision lll Institution, a goal | have had since | began
studying in the field 9 years ago. It is also a profession
| never gave much thought to during my time at

Could you tell us a little about your professional path sing@CLA. During college, | explored various professions

MCLA?

| was definitely one of those college seniors who looked
like a deer in the headlights without a clear direction on
my future. Upon Graduation from MCLA in 2008 | took

including but not limited to; History teacher, Politician,
Lawyer, and Business Tycoon.
weighed my interests and values that | was able to set

a goal that | was passionate towards achieving.

Continued on Page 4
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Great Guest Speakers at MCLA

Department students and faculty with author and CNN Chief Legal Cor- Author gnd .Cybersecu.nty expert, Cll.nt -
respondent Jeffrey Toobin before his Fall 2017 Michael S. and Kitty ~ Watts will give the Spring 2018 Public Poli-
Dukakis Public Policy Lecture. cy Lecture.

During the 2018 calendar year we will continue to build Northern Ireland for

on our tradition of bringing notable speaker with press- more than thirty years,

ing topics to campus. and he will speak on the
twentieth anniversary of

Our spring 2018 Public Policy Lecture will be given by the nistoric 1998 Good

author and cybersecurity expert Clint Watts . Watts Friday Agreement that

has been at the forefront of investigations into Russian b r o u g h t an €

efforts to shape US public opinion, elections and, ulti- Tr oubl es. 6 B

mately, the quality of our democracy through a covert and 1998, approximately

propaganda campaign using the mass and, particularly, 3,000 people were killed

social media channels relied on by so many Americans in in a struggle that cen-

for political information. He will examine why it took so  tered on whether North-

long for our intelligence services to catch this, the impli- ern Ireland should re- ff

cations for our democracy, and how we can prevent main part of the United Klngdom After twenty years,

these types of attacks in the future. Clint Watts is a Rob- the peace has held, but is under strain. The shared gov-

ert Fox Fellow for the Foreign Policy Research Institute, e r n me n t structure has Hrthe k e n

where his research focuses on terrorism forecastingand Uni t e d Kingdomés withdrawal f

appropriate counterterrorism responses. He also works jonfi threatens to harden the border between the Repub-

as a consultant, designing and implementing custom- |ic of Ireland and Northern Ireland; that change would

ized training and research programs for military, intelli-  hurt trade and raise old, troubling, questions about a

gence and law enforcement organizations and assisting uni t e d l rel and. Kevin Cull en:

financial institutions in developing best practices in cy- land will form the basis for his analysis of the prospects

bersecurity intelligence operations. Clint earlier served for the peace process and reconciliation.

as a U.S. Army infantry officer and FBI Special Agent on

a Joint Terrorism Task Force.He holds a B.S. from the The fall 2018 Public Policy lecture will take place on

United States Military Academy and an M.A. from Mid-  Thursday, November 8th with featured speaker Ta-

dlebury Institute of International Studies. Nehisi Coates, a national correspondent for The Atlan-
~ . t|c here he writes about culture, politics, and OCI
The departmentds Conflict vasuese.nEI\I/lro.nBé?wwnthae ﬁdarhﬂl&l

Speaker Series continues this semester with an address
on April 17t by Kevin Cullen , a columnist and report-
er with the Boston Globe. Cullen has covered

be the first year reading this year as well.
Continued on Page 4
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Great Speakers at MCLA (Continued from page 3)

Coates gained national fame with the publication
of his book, Between the World and Mand his arti-
cle on reparations for The Atlantic Magazine in
2014 He is the author of two other books, The
Beautiful Struggle a memoir of his growing up in
Baltimore and his latest book; We Were Eight Years
in Power a compilation of a series of articles inter-
viewing former president Barack Obama. He has
worked as a senior editor for The Atlantic since
2012. His book Between the World and Me&on the
National Book Award in 2015, and he is a recipi-
ent of a MacArthur Fellowship. Since 2016, Coates
has wr i tt elheBMek Panthdrotnis book

The story that Coates details in Between the World
and Mei s reminiscent of Ja
letter to his nephew in The Fire Next Time Toni T

mes Baldwinds c¢classic
he Fall 2018 Michael S. and Kitty Dukakis Public Policy Lec-

Morrison said of the wotHgWilbggvenpybespsglipguthoyand,TheAtlgnte gation-

who might fill the intellectual void that plagued me &l correspondent Falehisi Coates.

after James Baldwin died. Clearly, it is Ta-Nehisi
Coates. 6 While Michell dgheNéwalimLrowve i t eshe oavbhehbdberoffou agr
the great joys of reading TaNe h i s i Coates is being challenged in ways

Hi s appearance at MCLA highlights the Collegeds first
be given over to workshops and panel di scussions befor
covers the important themes of violence, youth, education, family and heritage relates an important message for

this first year of dialogue at MCLA.

Student and Alumni Spotlight (continued from page 2)

Do you have a favorite memory or course from your time in the History and Political Science Department?

There are so many it is hard to choose! Professor Benc
wal ked into freshman year, it was also the most fun 180
passionate teacher, but the class took place during the 2004 presidential election which added a lot of fun to course

content . Il couldndt wait to get into my seat 10am Monde

Are there particular skills, knowledge or experience that you gained as a part of the History and Political Science Departme
that have come in handy for you professionally? If so, how?

Critical thinking is one of the most useful skills | take with me to the work force and | really focused on develop-
ing it at MCLA. The ability to subjectively analyze an issue and express your judgement either verbal or written is
an invaluable tool.

Do you have any advice for our current students? Is there something you wish you would have done differently in college or
maybe an opportunity you regret not taking advantage of?

Set time to strategically think about your future. Ask yourself what steps can you take while in school to best pre-
pare you for your career and set attainable goals that will help you get there. Read, Work side jobs, take intern-
ships and have informational meetings with professionals and alumni in your field. One of the biggest pieces of
advice | can give is to avoid debt and take action to graduate with as little of it as possible. If you do graduate with
debt, eliminate that student loans as quickly as possible.
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Study Away with the Dept. of History and PSPP

The Department of History, Political Science and Public
Policy is one of the most active on campus in offering
faculty -led, short-term study away opportunities in the
form of travel courses, which pair on -campus, semester
long academic work with 10 -12 days of travel to the des-
tinations that students have been studying. Spring 2018
was no different with department faculty leading travel
courses to Cuba and Japan and a Civil Rights Bus tour.
Here is a bit about each adventure.

Japan:In spring break 2018, Professor Huang once
again brought a group of MCLA students to Japan. The
selected destinations include the world's largest metrop-
olis Tokyo, the ancient capital Kyoto, the castletown
Matsumoto, the gateway to Japanese AlpsNagoya, and
the coastal city Kamakura, where tradi-

tions are juxtaposed with modernity.

The Civil Rights Bus Tour: This spring MCLA students
traveled across the American South to learn about the
Civil Rights movement and its legacy today. While this
trip included visits to over six states and nine cities over
an eight day period, the highlight of the trip was the
chance to meet with veterans of the movement to talk
about their own personal experiences. In Albany, Geor-
gia we sang with Rutha Harris, a member of the Free-
dom Singers, and learned about the importance of mu-
sic in mobilizing and inspiring African Americans. Jo-
anne Bland took us on a walking tour of Selma, sharing
with us how she was beaten as a young child while
marching across the Edmund Pettus Bridge to demand
voting rights for all Americans. Lisa McNair and Car-
olyn McKinstry discussed the impact of the Birmingham
bombing that took the lives of four little African Ameri-
can girls and the importance of reconciliation and for-
giveness while Rip Patton explained how college stu-
dents were crucial to the success of the Freedom Rides.
By meeting these remarkable individuals, we learned
not just about the history of the Civil Rights movement
but also the importance of continuing to push for equal
rights for all Americans today.

Cuba: 11 MCLA students joined Professors Cupery and
Bence for a trip to Cuba t
and socioeconomic systems firsthand and learn more

(0]

about the countryds vibrant

day trip was spent in the capital, Havana, where the
group toured the historic city, heard from local experts,
artists, business owners, and doctors, and took in muse-
ums and live music. They also headed to Santa Clara to
learn more about the enigmatic Che Guevara, pristine

Continued on Page 8
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